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Another  Crop  Report  . .  Coming  Up 


Next  week  comes  the  much-awaited  July  10  crop  report.     Although  all 
eyes  will  be  on  corn,  report  covers  also  planted  acreage  of  spring  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  flaxseed,  rice,  potatoes,  all  sorghums,  sugar  beets  and  other 
.crops.    It  also  vail  give  stocks  of  grains  on  farms  as  of  July  1 ,  .and  indi- 
,  cated  yield  of  corn,  all  wheat  and  other  grains,  rice,  hay,  tobacco,  etc. 
In  the  meantime  there's  solace  in  this  week's  weather  report  with  the  head- 
lines   Weather  More  Favorable  in  Corn  Belt.     Cool,  rainy  weather  prevailing 
east  of  the  Rockies  gave  way  to  higher  temperatures  and  sunshine,"    In  the 
Lake  region  it  was  one  of  the  best  growing  weeks  of  the  season.  Cultivation, 
late  planting  and  haying  made  good  progress.     Once  again,  Here's  Hoping! 

Income        of  Farm  Wage  Workers 

A  survey  by  our  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  early  this  year  but 
just  now  released  ..  shows  farm  wage  workers  in  the  U.  S.  had  an  average  cash 
wage  income  in  '46  of  $521  7TJ391  from  farm  work  and  £130  from  nonfarm  work. 
In  '45  average  cash  wage  income  from  farm  work  only  was  $287,     Some  of  the 
reasons  for  increase  from  $287  to  $391  are: 

Many  youths,  older  men,  women  and  girls  were  working  in  '45,     They  had 
.relatively  low  wages  and  short  periods  of  employment.    Workers  reporting 
less  than  three  months  of  hired  farm  work  in  '46,  decreased  by  more  than  a 
half  million  from  '45.    Wartime  "extra"  workers  were  replaced  in  '46  by 
young  men,  many  of  them  veterans,  who  worked  longer  periods,  ,  Total  hired 
I  arm  working  force  decreased  from  about  4.2  million  persons  in  '45  to  3,5 

Zlll™  JV36'  b^        nUmber  °f  hlred  w0^ers  who  worked  6  months  or  more 
increased  8  percent  m  '46,  and  average  time  worked  increased  by  18  percent, 

vonr^f?ra\riS?  in  W&gG  rat6S  in  '46  and  a  hiSher  Proportion  of 

earning  1      raale\taS  thf  re^t  calls   'em),  increased  average  daily  cash 
farm  work  a  S  °Ver    45;-   °nly  40  -P™t  °f  farm  wage  workers  reported 
1W  SZ  V  r^I  a°tivity  in  »4ft.     Of  the"^— r^T^-workers  , 

lire  to  ^to**^*™  schoolboys,  8%  were  housewiv^T  There' s 

close  with  thif    w~         7  °an  mail  y°U  a  if         want  ^  We'll 

close  with  this::    ^omen  and  girls  made  about  77  percent  as  much  as 'men  in 

nlLl^Ke-!  b°th  I45  Td  '46'  bUt,1'm°Et  ™  IrKer  are 

ho^s  pK*  leVSlS  Ere  "^ly  l0'".  «*  woen  average  fewer 
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Preview  ♦  ,  On  next  Year's  Yearbook 

Just  for  RFD 1 s ,  and  not  to  be  further  publicized,  Editor  Al  Stefferud 
has  given  us  a  quick  preview  of  next  year's  USDA  yearbook.     It's  to  be  about 
GR.-SS.    Most  of  us  take  grass  for  granted,  but  there's  enough  to  be  written 
about  it,  to  fill  two  books.     Editor  Al  already  has  a  pile  of  manuscripts  ,, 
even  though  the  book  probably  won't  be  out  for  nearly  a  year. 

Grass  will  be  discussed  from  all  angles        as  pasturage,  in  rotations, 
for  lawns,  golf  courses,  air  fields,  parks,  roadsides.     There  will  be  some- 
thing on  preservation  of  grass  crops  , .  as  hay  or  silage.     Legumes  will  be 
included.     There'll  be  chapters  on  the  place  of  grass  in  conserving  soil  and 
water.    Grass  helps  the  soil.     Good  soil  makes  better  grass.     There'll  be 
the  latest  and  best  information  on  nutritive  value . of  various  grasses,  some- 
thing we  haven't  given  too  much  thought  to.  ~  Seed  production,  more  of  a 
problem  with  grasses  than  with  cereals,  gets  up-to-date  handling. 

More  than  100  leading  authorities  on  grass  in  this  country  will  contribute 
articles.    Most  of  them' are  with  state  colleges,  experiment  stations  and  USDA. 
"But  not  all.     Some  of  the  good  grass  men  are  neither  state  nor  federal  workers. 
As  we  said,  we'd  jusl;  as  soon  you  don't  as  yet  mention 'the  1948  yearbook  to 
your .listeners.     Once  the  1947  book  is  out  of  the  way,  there'll  be  publicity 
on  the  ' 48  book. 

Home  and  Community  Food  Preservation 

Because  of  continued  interest  this  year  in  home  and  community  preser- 
vation of  home-grown  foods,  USDA  has  prepared  a  limited  number  of  "fact 
sheets"  on  the  subject.    Many  communities  already  have  "know  how"  on  com- 
munity canning  and  other  ways  of  preservation,  because  of  several  years 
experience.     But  for  'those  just  getting  started  this  year        "fact  sheet" 
will  be  helpful.     Copy  enclosed.  Supplies  of  glass  j  a  r  s  .   1  a  r  rubbers,  and 
closures  are  much  better  than  in  recent  years.     Supplies  of  pressure  canners 
and  home  freezers  are  better.     More  freezer  locker  space  is  available.  Looks 
like  there  will,  be  a  lot  of  cannin1  and  preservin'  this  summer  and  fall. 

The  Hospital  Act  and  Your  Community 

Enclosed  is  a  little  booklet  which  RFD's  may  want  to  add  to  .their  library. 
Prepared  by  the  Uv'S,  Public  Health  Service,  it's  entitled  "The  Hospital  Act 
and  Your  Community".     If  you  or  your  community  are  interested  ih  the  hospital 
program  authorized  last  year  by  the  Hospital  Survey  and  Construction  ^ct,  the 
'booklet  tells  you  what  the  Act  means  to  community  and  state.     It  tells  how 
to  go  about  getting  Federal  aid  for  construction.     And  as  the  act  was  written 
primarily  with  rural  folk  in  mind,  we  think  RFD's  can  use  it.    Single  copies 
of  "The  Hospital  Act  and  Your  Community"  may  be. obtained  free  from  U,  S.' 
Public  Health  Service,  Washington  25, -D,  C,     Larger  quantities  may  be 
purchased  at  10  cents  a  copy,  or  $7,50  a  hundred  copies  from  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Vjashington  25,  D,  c,  .. 

'  New  RFD  ...  Phil  Combs,  WSBT-,  South  Bend,  Ind.  ,  writes:     "I  have  taken 
over-the  duties  of  farm  director  here  ...  and  also,  will  write  twice  ;a  week 
an  agricultural  column  in  the  South  Bend  Tribune,"        *  ...  • 


\ 


We  Cut  'em  Faster  Than  We  Grow,  '.en  .  .  ... 

We  quote  Lyle  .fatts,  chief  of  the  USDA  Forest  Service 5  ..^Tr^es^f  saw 
timber  size  are  being  cut  or  destroyed  each  year^t^Tlfs^^  as  they  are 
replaced  by  growth.     Estimate,  of  saw  .  timber  in  ',45  was -4:3  percent  less  than 
that  reported  in  1909.  and"  9  percent  less  than  in,  .'  38...  ,. . . :.Vfe  have  -enough 
forest  land  eventually  to  grow 'all  the  forest  or  oducts  we -  should-  ever  need, 
with  a  margin  for  esp  ort  and  national   security,  .  But  we  are  not  keeping  .it 
fully  productive,'  For  :  the  country  as  a  whole.,  -more  than  half  .:the.  cutting 
is  still  rated 'podr  or "destructive.  .,  A$  should  aim, .through  better  forestry, 
to  double'  the  annual  growth  of  saw  timber ."..,-..  .  •- 

'."   ........         -    -  -  .-  :■:  ,.    -  :      ;  •»■  ' 

Dal  las  Reports  on  Mexico  ,        ,  .■  .  • 

Dallas  Burch  . .  longtime  member  of  our  USDA  inf ormati on':  staff ,  and  one 
of  the  best  in  the  business  . .  returned  yesterday  from  Mexico.     He  went  there 
two  months  ago  to  help  with  educational  work  in  foot-and-mouth  campaign^  He 
kept  us  well  informed  while  there,  and  there  isn't  much  new  we  can  tell  you. 
One  point  he  emphasizes  .,  Mexican  farmers  and  ranchers  trust  us,     Once  they 
got  idea  of  complete  cleanup  of  livestock  as  only  known  way  to  stop  foot-and- 
mouth  scourge  . .  they  cooperated.  Dallas  believes  that  despite  differences 
in  language,  native  customs  and  other  difficulties  ..  job  is  going  to  be  done. 

He  believesr  we  may  have  helped  sell  Mexican  farmers  on  machinery.  They've 
seen  how  machines'  dig  trenches  for  burial. of  slaughtered  animals.  They've 
seen  the.  jeep  navigate  burro  trails,  about  as  easily  as  burros',  .  much  faster, 
T-hey've  found  that  even  a  mule  with  a  steel  plow,  does  a  better  job,  covers 
more  ground  ..  than  an  ox  with  a* wooden  plow,     Some  are  even  making  the  jump 
from  oxen,  to  small  tractors. 

Part  of  the  educational  job  has  been  done  by  movies,  sound-  trucks  .and  ... 
handbills  . »  but  some  of  the  best  work  has  been  by  word  of  mouth.     Right  now 
many  bigger  farmers,  .some  of  them  from  outside  infected  areas,  are  being  used 
as  "missionaries"  to  their  own  people.     They,  better  than  others,  seem  able 
to  explain  why  foot-and-mouth  disease  must.be  stamped  out  in  Mexico, 

Right  now  there  are  about  66  disinfecting  units  at  work  in  Mexico. 
Thoroughness  with  which  they  work  impresses  Mexicans,     Disinfection  of  rail- 
road cars  is  example*     All  rolling  stock  which  carries  livestock  to  Mexico 
Gity -  ...  •  main -slaughter  point  of  the  country..-  gets  a  3-step  treatment  be- 
fore -it's  released.     After  animals  are  unloaded,  all  manure '  and  '  litter  is 
removed.     On  another  siding,  cars  are  washed  down  with  water  under  pressure. 
After  cars  dry,  comes  the  third  step  ,.  each  is  sprayed  inside  and  ..out -with  •• 
sodium  hydroxide  solution.     Only  then  are  cars  sealed,  placarded  and  released 
for  further  use,  ..  • -v  •■■ 

;  *  J  .     •  It 

r:  U,  S,  and  Mexican  officials  believe  cleanup  job  in  Mexico  will  take  at 
...least .  two  years.    Meantime,  "The  B.oots1'  seem  to  be ;  ambassadors  of'-goo'dwill.  .- 
(This.^s  , nickname-  for  U.  S.  cleanup  officials,  whovwear  boots  as  sanitary 
measure.)     There' s_  one  thought  sticks  with  you,  after  session  with  Dallas: . 
The  security  rural 'Mexico  seems  to  feel  in  our i Veterinarians  and ' other 
officials  . •  also  gives  us  a  responsibility. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

It's  RFD  Adam  -at  Texas  A&M 

In  May -'23rd  RFD  letter  we  told  you  that  C,  W,  Jackson  was  leaving  as 
Texas  radio  extension  editor  (to  go  to  KCMO,  Kansas  City)  and  would  be 
succeeded  by  John  Hutchinson*     The  latter  found  he  could  not  take  the  job, 
and  it  now  will  be  filled  July  15  by  D,  A.   (Andy)  Adam,  according  to  word 
from  Louie  Franke.,  Texas  extension  editor*     Louie  v/rites :     "Here's  a  little 
dope  on  Andy.     Texas  A&M,   '26.    Field  representative  Texas  Farm  Bureau  Cotton 
Association  cooperative,  1926-28,     County  agent  Lamb  county,-  1928-35  and 
Young  county.,  1935-44,  where  his  work  in  land  use  planning  and  community 
organization  attracted  national  attention.     Since  1944  he  fs  been  with  the 
headquarters  staff  of  the  Texas  farm  labor  program  .,,"     Greetings ,  Andy  I 
We ' re,  glad  you're  aboard. 

The  Last  Round -Up 

With  the  beginning  of  this  fiscal  year,  July  1,  Radio  Service  was  forced 
because  of  budget  cuts  and  other  factors  to  discontinue  Radio  Round-Up ,  a 
weekly  service  for  directors  of  women's  radio  programs.     Radio  Round-Up  was 
mailed  from  each  of  the  five  area  offices  of  the  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration.    Most  of  the  copy  was  written  in  "ashing ton,  with  one  or  two 
items  prepared  in  each  area  office,  to  meet  local  problems.     The  Round-Up  was 
started  five  years  ago,  in  June,  '42,  at  request  of  radio  b' casters,  who 
early  in  the  war  found  need  for  authoritative  information  on  food  supplies^ 
rationing  restrictions  and  related  subjects.    Later  Round-Up  was  expanded  to 
a  Department-wide  basis  to  cover  many  subjects  of  general   interest  to  home- 
makers  p 

Cooperation        In  Market  Reporting 

Three  of  New  York's  radio  stations  are  tied  in  each  morning  at  6:05  for 
a  telephone  call  from  a  USDA  market  news  reporter.    Reporter  is  Tom  Butts  of 
Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  who1 s  on  the  job  at  the  Washington 
Street  Market  each  morning  at  4  o'clock.     In  each  of  the  stations  market 
quotations  are  taken  down  on  sheets  provided  by  the  PMA  office.     This  service 
which  began  July  1,  makes  it  possible  for  all  three  stations  to  get  a  simul- 
taneous, accurate  and  complete  report  on  the  morning's  markets.     There  might 
be  an  idea  here  for  other  RFD's,     These  so-called  "conference  calls"  are  not 
new       but  haven't  been  widely  used  by  RFD's,  as  far  as  we  know. 

Heard  From 

Ed  Launer,  RFD  for  KODY,  North  Platte,  Neb:     "At  Kuhlman  Polled  Hereford 
sale  on  June  16  ....  I  made  a  15  minute  ET,  for  KODY,  interviewing  the  buyers. 
Recorded  actual  bidding  for  seven  of  the  outstanding  sales.     The  47  head  aver 

aged  $1,671,     Buyers  from  all  over  the  U.  S.     It  was  quite  an  event  

May  I  add  my  praises  for  the  agriculture  yearbook,  I've  given  it  some  plugs 
on  my  early  morning  hour,,  and  will  do  so  from  time  to  time."  KODY  is  on  the 
original  Col,  W..  F.  Cody  ranch. 


Foreign  Visitors 


Dr.  0,  Bevan  Lean  of  London,  with  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd0  , 
who's  interested  in  cotton  insects  and  grasshoppers,  has  this  travel  schedule: 
(We  give  you  name  of  man  to  contact  at  each  place.    All  are  with  the  Bureau 
of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine.)     July  7-8,  Dr.  E.  W,  Dunnan,  Leland, 

Ltiss  July  9-10,  Dr.  R.  C.  Gaines,  Tallulah,  La  July  14-16,  K.  P. 

Ewing,  Waco,  Tex. ....  July  17-19 ,  A,  J.  Chapman,  Brownsville,  Tex. ....July  22- 
24,  W.  jtx.  Stevenson,  Mesa,  Ariz,  and  0.  L.  Barnes,  Tempe,  Ariz.;   ..July  25, 
A,  M,  Boyce,  Riverside,  Calif. 

Sr.  Luis  Gotteli,  hydraulic  engineer  with  the  University  of  Buenos  i:.ires, 
is  now  visiting  experiment  stations  in  the  west.     His  interests  .,  agriculture 

in  general.    His  schedules     July  8,  Tuscon,  Ariz  July  16,  Riverside, 

Calif,  (salinity  laboratory) .... .July  25,  Corvall is-Salem,  Oreo. .  * . Aug,  4, 
Ames,  Iowa, ... .Aug.  12,  Ithaca,  N.Y.   (He's  driving  and  dates  are  approximate. 
Speaks  fair  English; )  , ; 

Sr.  Arthur  F.  Josetti,  from  the  state  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil 3  who's 
not  a  gov't,  -official,  is  interested  in  fruit  culture  and  farm  machinery  for  • 
rough  land  farming.     He'll  be  in  west  and  south  for  next  three  months. 
Speaks  very  good  English.     His  schedule:     July  21-22,  USDA  hort,  lab., 
Wenu tehee,  Yfash* . . . . July  23,  USDA  field  lab.,  Yakima,  Wash..   ..July  25-26, 

exp.   station,  Medford,  Or e -,  ,,-.-» July  28-30,  exp.   station,  Davis,  Calif  

July  31-Aug.2,  exp.   station,  Riverside,  Calif ».«..  «,j3ept.  22-24,  exT„  station, 
Angletonf!    Tex,  ,  ,  c  *  Sept ,  29-0ct,  1,  citrus  exp*   station,  Lake  Alfred,  Fla.,,,, 
Octr   2-3.  USDA  fruit  station.  Orlando^,  Fla. ,  , ,  -  Oct*   6-7,  citrus  oroducts  lab., 
Winter  Haven,  Fla,  , ,  e  ■■  Oct,,   9-11,  exp,.  station,  Raleigh,,  N.C. 

Dr»  Pompilio  Ortega,  director  general  of  agriculture  in  Honduras,  has 

this  travel  schedule;     July  14-16,  Soil  Con,   Serv,,  Coshocton,  Ohio  

July  18-Aug.   2,  Athens,  Gaa   (ext.   service,  SCS,  Forest  Service) PAug.  4-6, 
Gainesville ,  Fla*'(exp.-   station  and  univ.  of  Florida"         .Aug;  7,  Tallahassee, 
Fla,    (federal  prison) . „ . , »Aug«   9-11,  New  Orleans  (regional  research  labP),,... 
Aug,  12,  Crowley,  La*   (plant  indus,  exp.   station),,   :,  *Aug9  14-18,  College 
Station,  Tex.   (SCS  and  exp-   station).     Dr.  Ortega  speaks  English  well.  His 
interests,  botanical  gardens,  crops,  soil  conservation,  4™H -clubs, 

Prepare  for  Plenty  in  Peaches 

We  started  to  tell  you  about  this  year's  record  peach  crop  .«  estimated 
to  be  even  bigger  than  last  year        but  found  we  couldn't  tell  it  as  well  as 
iE.ci°sJLd_  Fact  Sheet  on  Peaches,     Note  that  crop  in  10  leading  states  is  13 
percent  larger  than  in  '46,     Problem  now  is  to  make  full  use  of  the  crop. 
If  peaches  are  plentiful  where  you  are  ..  maybe  enclosed  can  be  worked  into 
one  of  your  farm  shows 0 

End  osures  ? 

Home-Community  Food  Preservation 
Hospital  Act  and  Your  Community 


Fact  Sheet  on  Peaches 

New  Law  on  Economic  Poisons 
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U.  S.  Tomato  Imports  .  .  Mostly  From  Mexico 

Mexico  has  become  the  most  important  foreign,  source  of  tomatoes  for 
the'  United  States,  says  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Rel atrons-.  In 
winter  months  Mexican  shipments  have  nearly  equaled  the  supply  from  domestic 
winter  producing  areas.     The  Mexican  v/inter  vegetable-export  industry,  its 
history,  crops  grown,  'areas  and  volume  of  production,  and  of  exports,  pro- 
duction problems,  and  marketing  methods  and  costs  are  discussed  in  -detail 
in  Foreign  agricultural  Report  No,  21,  just  released,    "Write  us  "if  you'd 
like  a  copy"     Of  the  nine  vegetable  crops  grown  in  Mexico  for  export  (tomatoes, 
peppers,  peas,  eggplant,  string  beans,  onions,  garlic,  melons,  and  watermelons) 
the  tomato  is  by  far  the  most  important. 

Farm  Accident  Toll 

Two  weeks  from  now  comes  up  National  Farm 'Safety  Week,  July  20-26,  But 
farm  accidents  go  on  and  on.     Safety  education  is  a  year  around  job.  No 
doubt  National  Safety  Council  is  feeding  you  all  background  you  need.  Let 
us  know  if  not.     There's  lots  of  material  for  year  'round  b'casts.  F'instance 

on  basis  of 'pre-war  experience,  an  accident  resulting  in  disabling  injury 
may  occur  on  one  out  of  every  four  farms  this  year.     Unless  precuations  are 
taken:     One  out  of  every  10  farmers  will  receive  a  disabling  injury,  there 
will  be  an  accidental  death  for  one" of  every  350  farm  families,  a  disabling 
injury  will  strike  some  farmer  every  minute,  52  farm  people  will  die  every 
day  as  a  result  of  accidents.    Most  farm  accidents  don't  just  happen. 
Carelessness  causes  'em, 

U.  S,  Fruit  Exp orts ' Show  Steady  Rise 

Exports  of  major  fruits  during  the  10-month  period,  July  1,  '46,  to 
April '30,   '47,  showed  recovery  from  wartime  lows.     Total  exports  in  fresh 
form  for  period  were:    Apples  4,930,000  bushels,  pears,  2,144,000  bushels, 
oranges  and  tangerines  6,406,000  boxes,  grapefruit  2,369,000  boxes,  and 
grapes  35,842  tons.     During  the  period  United  Kingdom  was  the  leading 
•purchaser  of  United  States  apples,  taking  1,707,000  bushels.     Sweden  followed 
with  imports  of  816,000,  Philippine  Islands  489,000,  Belgium  and  Luxembourg 
365,000,  Canada  302,000,  Mexico  277,000,  Cuba  247,000,  Hong  Kong  191,000,  and 
Brazil  145,000  bushels.     The  total  represents  nearly  one-half  the  prewar 
(1934-38)  average  of  10,017,000  bushels  exported  and  is  more  than  five  times 
the  1940-44  average  of  927,000  bushels. 

New  Law  Covers  Economic  Poisons 

There's  been  some  fear  that  more  controls  were  needed  over  some  of  the 
new  economic  poisons        insecticides,  fungicides  and  rodenticides .     A  new 
law  expands  protection  to  users  of  these  poisons,     Harold  Lev/is  of  the  PMA 
arranged  to  get  us  a  summation  of  the  law  for  RFD's.  Enclosed. 


Heard  From  ...  Vern  McGahan,  RFD  for  K0H,  Reno,  Nev:     "I  find  that  I 
refer  to  the  Yearbook  more  and  more  each  week."  ..  Don  Huckle,  RFD  for  WGR, 

Buffalo:     "Keep  on  keeping  us  informed  as  to  the  USDA  We  really  appreciate 

it. 


Kenneth  M,  Gap en 


Secretary  Speaks  in  Paris 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson's  statement  et  international  cereals 
conference,  Paris ,  France,  this  week,  was  mailed  you  Wednesday.    We  quotes 
"Exports  of  all  foods  from  United  States,   if  loaded  on  boxcars,  would  make 
an  unbroken  train  long  enough  to  reach  three  times  across  the  Atlantic 

U,  S.  Food  Exports  , ,   For  One  Year 

Enclosed  is  report  to  President  Truman  from  his  Committee  on  World  Food 
Programs!     We  tried  to  get  it  Inst  week  ,  „  but  copies  weren't  yet  available,. 
Table  on  book  page  is  good  summary,     Incidentally        "fdgn  stands  for  feeding, 
(Took  us  several  telephone  calls  to  find  out,) 

Reports  on  Crops        Do  You  fret  All  You  Need? 

Vile  trust  you've  already  received  (by  wire  service)  all  the  hot  news  in 
yesterday's  crop  reports    We  sent  you  last  night  also'5  nearly  a  page  in  the 
Daily  Summary*     We've  been  wondering  this  morning  what  you  might  want  by 
mail  that  you're  not  getting*     Primarily,  USDA.  Crop  Reporting  Board  tells 
uss  you  should  look  to  your  state  statisticians  for  reports  on  crops  « „  such 
fact  al  material  as  you  don't  get  by  wire.     (You  might  need  to  be  on  the 
mailing  list  for  several  states*     Wo  sent  you"  list  of'state  statisticians  a 
while  back*     If  you  don't  have  it,  we'll  mail"  it  on  request.) 

But        if  you  went  our  over-all  crop  report  from  Washington,  we'd  be 
glod  to  mail  it  too,     (Might  be  a  little  stale,  from  hot  news  standpoints 
when  you  get  it,)     Competing  (by  mail)  with  a  wire  service,  always  is  a 
problem,     Ind  we  don't  want  to  mail  you  anything  you've  already  had.  Many 
of  you  are  in  same  city  with  your  state  USDA  crop  report  man,  or  you  can  get 
him  by  'phone  if  you're  not  too  far  away*    Anyway,  he  and  state  statistician 
in  neighboring  states s  have  mailing  lists  you  should  be  on.     As  to  what  reports 
are  coming  up  (over-all  crop  report  is  about  10-th  of  each  month),  hope  you  have 
on  file  listing  of  all  reports  for  the  year,  mailed  RFD's  at  beginning  of  each 
year.     If  you  don't  have  it  t.  we'll  mail  on  request, 

FLASH  Hope  to  toll  you  something  next  week  about  agriculture  in  Japan, 
Lyle  Webster,  USDA  press  relations  head,  is  due  back  after  three  months  with 
occupation  forces  in  Land  of  Rising  Sun, 
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No  Surpluses  a,  if  We  Eat  What  We  Want 

Recently  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  made  a  statement  that  we've 
recalled  a  number  of  times.    Speaking  to  the  Congress  on  a  long-range  agri- 
cultural policy,  he  told  why  he  believed  in  a  policy  of  "organized,  sustained 
and  realistic  abundance".     In  case  you  missed  it,  we  repeat  the  statement 
here      He  saids    "When  we  produce  what  our  people  really  want  we  will 
emphasize  livestock  farming,  an  aid  to  soil  conservation  and  future  produc- 
tivity.   Livestock  production  involving  beef  and  dairy  cattle  and  sheep  is 
directly  based  on  pasture,    Eog  production  also  makes  heavy  use  of  pasture. 
And  pasture  is  the  most  conserving  use  of  land,    As  you  improve  agricultural 
resources  in  a  system  of  livestock  farming,  you  not  only  increase  productive 
capacity  but  also  provide  a  good  use  for  land  that  might  otherwise  grow 
surpluses* 

"Let  me  give  you  a  few  figures  that  indicate  the  importance  of  that 
point.    We  know,  for  example,  that  it  takes  about  seven  times  as  much  grain 
to  supply  a  person  a  diet  of  livestock  products  as  to  supply  him  a  grain 
diet,    H,  E,  Babcock,  the  New  York  State  agricultural  authority,  recently 
pointed  out  that  the  40-ounce  human  stomach  can  use  up  the  equivalent  of  35 
pounds  of  corn  a  day,  just  by  enjoying  three  good  meals*    He  stated  that  ten 
pounds  of  grain  per  person  a  day  would  require  annual  grain  crops  totaling 
between  nine  and  ten  billion  bushels  compared  with  our  present  production  of 
about  six  billion*.  

"Preliminary  results  of  a  current  study  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
show  that  of  the  cropland  used  to  produce  the  civilian  diet  in  the  war  years 
1943  through  1945,  about  80  percent  was  used  in  the  production  of  livestock 
products;  not  more  than  20  percent  of  the  land  that  produced  civilian  food 
was  devoted  to  crops  for  direct  human  consumption..    With  present  yields  we 
would  not  have  enough  cropland  to  support  our  present  population  if  all  of 
us  ate  the  same  high-grade  diet  that  our  high-income  families  eatr  Our 
cropland  with  present  yields  will  support  about  190  million  people  on  a 
lov.r-cost  diet  or  an  average  diet.-  depending  on  the  amount  of  imports  assumed. 
But  it  would  support  only  about  140  to  150  million  people  on  a  liberal  diet. 
At  average  yields s  it  takes  the  product  of  only  about  two  acres  a.  person  to 
supply  the  food  for  a  liberal  diet?     It  takes  no  imagination  to  see  the 
possibility  of  eliminating  the  old  problem  of  surpluses  if  we  have  the  means 
to  eat  what  we  really  want," 

Kentucky-Bluegrass  Seed  Crop 

Production  of  cured  bluegrass  seed  in  1947  has  been  forecast  by  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  at  3,780,000  bushel sP     This  would  be  the 
largest  crop  in  5  years,  nearly  2  3/4  times  the  very  small  crop  of  last 
year,  and  44  percent  larger  than  the  1941-45  average.    Heavy  rain  and  floods 
in  many  bluegrass-seed  producing  sections  during  first  three  weeks  of  June, 
and  late  spring  freezes  in  a  few  sections  held  production  this  year  below 
the  1937  record  of  5,5  million  bushels.    It  is  possible,  however,  that  more 
seed  than  now  estimated  was  or  vail  be  obtained  from  fields  under  water  or 
too  soft  to  permit  stripping  of  seed  when  other  fields  were  harvested.  Further- 
more, by  the  end  of  June  no  stripping  or  heading  of  bluegrass  had  been  reported 
in  the  main  producing  sections  of  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota,    Record  high 
prices  for  bluegrass  seed  during  the  spring  and  probably  record  low  stocks 
held  by  dealers  stimulated  harvesting* 


Your  Farmhouse  . .  Remodeling  and  Planning 


We've  been  able  to  obtain  for  RFD's  "notification*  copies  of  the  new 
publication,  "Your  Farmhouse  ..  How  to  Plan  Remodeling".     It's  enclosed.  We 
believe  you'll  find  it  interesting  for  personal  reasons.    Maybe  some  of  you, 
or  your  friends,  face  the  problems  (or  pleasures)  of  making  over  an  old 
house.    Or,  you  may  want  to  use  it  as  basis  for  one  of  your  farm  shows* 

If  you  do,  you  may  tell  your  listeners  it  can  be  obtained  from  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington  25,  D.  C,  at  15  cents  a  copy.     No  stamps. 
It's  USDA  Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  619.    You'll  find  this  information  on 
how  to  obtain  copies  right  on  the  bulletin  itself,  just  as  it  appears  on  all 
USDA  publications.    Sorry  it  can't  be  offered  free. 

"Your  Farmhouse  ..  How  to  Plan  Remodeling"        is  companion  publication  to 
"Your  Farmhouse  ..  Cutouts  to  Help  in  Planning".     The  latter  is  Miscellaneous 
Publication  622.     It  was  announced  several  weeks  ago.    We  weren't  able  to  get 
a  copy  -for  RFD's,  but  it's  been  publicized  widely,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  25  cents  a  copy. 

Also  enclosed  is  the  single  sheet  (Farmhouse  Publications)  which  summarizes 
briefly  ground  covered  by  both  M.P.  619  and  M.P.  622.  Let's  repeat,  both  may  be 
obtained  by  anyone  from  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington  25,  DP  C.;  Cost  of  M.P.  619  is  15  cents.     Cost  of  M.P,  622  is  25  cent; 

Ag»  Outlook  Digest  c  g  Itfs  New 

Just  out  is  first  issue  of  The  AGRICULTURAL  OUTLOOK  DIGEST.     (it' s 
enclosed. )     This  new  single-sheeter  is  an  attempt  by  our  Franklin  Thackrey  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  to  answer  oft-repeated  requests  by  RFD's, 
Extension  editors  and  others  for  more  simplification,  digesting  and  briefing 
of  great  volume  of  USDA  releases  and  reports,     Ag.  Outlook  Digest  will  come 
out  once  a  month.    We  plan  to  send  each  RFD  a  copy  each  month.     You'll  find 
the  Digest  highlights  and  summarizes  information  in  the  Demand  and  Price 
Situation  and  in  most  of  the  other  outlook  and  situation  reports  by  Bi^E.  If 
you  find  Digest  gives  enough  information  .  „  and  want  to  stop  complete  report... 
write  us,  giving  full  title  of  reports  you  no  longer  need. 

Nationwide  Report  on  Harvesting 

Enclosed  is  32-page  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  report  on  nationwide 
survey  Dade  about  a  year  ago       but  only  now  -tabulated  and  published.  It's 
titled  Harvesting  SraaJ.l  Grain  and  Utilization  of  the  Straw,,     Information  in 
report  was  furnished  by  about  15,000  voluntary  USDA  crop  reporters  from  all 
sections  of  the  tJ«,S.     They  reported  on  methods  cf  harvesting  wheat,  oats,  barley, 
rye,  flax  and  buckwheat  <>„  and  how  the  straw  was  used.    Although  report  is  based 
on  1945  crop.,   it  still  gives  a  good  picture  on  harvesting  and  use  of  straw.  From 
Bert  Johnson  of  BAE  we've  gotten  a  copy  for  each  RFD*    We  send  complete  copy, 
because  report  has  state  and  regional  breakdowns        more  information  than  can 
be  condensed  for  this  letter.    Maps,  too,  give  good  picture  of  where  combines 
are  most  used  ..  and  where  wheat  straw  is  used  on  farms  or  sold,    Hope  you  find 
it  useful* 
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Land  Value  » .  a  Measurement  ~" 

Question  often  has  been  raised -in  recent  ye&rs  as  to  whether  long-time 
earning  capacity  of  farm  land  equals,  rising,  prices  paid,     (Farm  land  prices 
have  increased  on  average  nearly,  one.  percent  a  month  for  nearly  four  years.) 
USDA's  Farmers  Home  Administration,  in  making  loans  under  the  Bankhe ad- Jones 
Farm  Tenant  Act,  bases  amount  buyer  can  afford  to  pay  for  land  on  long-time 
average  prices  of  farm  products;  »-»-  rather  than  on  current  prices.     Some  of 
the  "long -time  commodity  prices  used^by  FHA  in  appraising  earning  capacity  of 
land  (with  June  1 47  average  prices  in  parenthesis) >  follows' 

Wheat,  |.75  ($2.18)        Corn,  $.63  ($1.-85)        Oats,  %,$L  ($.91)..,  Rye, 
,55  (2„40)        Barley,  .48  (1,50)        Potatoes,  ,70  (1,56)        Soybeans,  ,88 
(3,07)        Flaxseed," 1*60  (5,92)        Beef  cattle,  6,35  .0-9*50)  •  »  Hogs,  7.25 
(23,30)  „  Lambs*  7r80  (21*10)        Butter  fat,  .29  (*§3)        Chickens,  .15  (.28) 
99  Eggs,  ,20  (*4l)        Tobacco,  .18  (,,45), 

Farmers  Home  Administration  believes  that  in  general. its  borrowers  will 
be  in  good  position  to  withstand  reductions  in  farm  commodity  prices.  FHA 
loans  largely  have  been  made  where  land  prices  have  increased  the  least,  For 
example,  lending  operations  have  been  practically  suspended  ih  such  states  as 
Illinois,  Iowa  and  Kentucky,  where  price  increa-ses  have  been  greatest.  But 
they've  expanded  in  such  states  as  Texas,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin^  the  Dakotas, 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  where  price  increases  have  been  least* 

Farm  Toll        From  Careless  Driving 

"With  National  Farm  Safety  Week  beginning  July  20,  we  asked  a  long-time 
farmer  for  his  views  on  farm  accidents,    VJhat  he  said,  amounted  to  this: 
Farming  at  best  has  hazards,     You  can't  work  around  machinery;  with  sharp 
tools  like  axes,  pitchforks,  scythes  and  saws  <• ;  or  around  livestock,  with- 
out occasionally  getting  hurt.     But,  he  said,  most  of  these  hurts  can  be 
evoided  by  the  careful  farmer. 

What  he  did  call  "inexcusable"  were  injuries  to  farmers  and  families  in 
motor  vehicle  accidents.     Seldom,  said  he,  can  you  say  a  motor  vehicle  acci- 
dent was  "unavoidable1^     They  come   from  excessive  speeds,  plain  carelessness, 
and  other  violations  of  safe  driving  rules. »     Figures  from  the  National  Safety 
Council  shows 

About  16  'farm  folks  are  killed  each  day  in  motor  vehicle  accidents,  and 
550  injured?    Last  year  motor  vehicle  deaths  to  farm  residents  increased 
about  1000  'over  1945..     It  takes  the  average  driver  close  to  a  second  to  get 
his  brakes  working*     At  30  miles  an  hour,  you  travel  over  40  feet  a  second.  • 
Tests  show.  4-wheel  brakes  in  good  condition  can't  stop  a  car  in  much  less, 
than  50  feet  at  30  miles  an  hour.     Counting  the  time  you're  "thinking"  about 
using  brakes,  stopping  distance  at  40  miles  an  hour  is  about  130  feet,  at  . 
50  .miles,- -it's  185,  at  60  miles  it's  250  feet,     (Yesv  we  know  this  is  old 
stuff*    But  last  year  about  6000  farm  folks  were  killed  and  200,000  injured  " 
•in  motor  vehicle  accidents*    Our  farmer  friend,  vfao  drives  a  lot,  says 
"almost  all"  came  from  plain  carelessness*) 

Enclosures  (l)  Harvesting  Small  Grain;  Use  of  Straw,  (2)  Farmhouse 
Publications,  (3)  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest-  (4)  Truman  statement  on 
food,    (5)  Hybrid  Seed  Corn  Planted  in  *47^ 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
Wo r c e s t er  Booster  for  Soil  Conservation 

"Chuck"  Worcester s  RFD  at  WMT,  Waterloo        and  vice-president  and  "ex"< 
editor  of  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors  (looks  nice  spelled 
out)  writes  us  about  his  soil  conservation  promotion  drive,  last  week  of 
June.    WMT  b'cast  9  on- the- farm  interviews,  used  stories  of  soil  conser- 
vation on  17  farm  programs*  28  news  programs  and  12  additional  b'casts. 
AND  . .  used  shorts  on  station  breaks  122  times* 


Examples^  More  than  a  million  tons  of  Iowa  topsoil  will  go  down  the 
river  in  next  24  hours,    It  takes  Mother  Nature  400  years  to  build  back 
just  one  inch  of  topsoil.     Soil  erosion  is  America's  public  enemy  No.  1. 
Every  ton  of  topsoil  lost  is  money  out  of  your  pocket  and  mine.^  (State 
Soil  Conservation  office  furnished  a  man  for  two  days  to  help  with  writing, 
appear  on  the  air  and  add  "professional"  touch* ) 

Here  are  a  couple  of  the  jingles  used:     Even  heavy  rains  cause  no 
alarm,  when  there's  soil  conservation  on  the  farm. *, . , Contour  farming  isn't 
funnyj  experiments  show  it  makes  more  money.    Chuck  says,  ;'We  believe  this  . 
is  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  radio  can  use  its  facilities  to  encourage 
better  interest  in  farming",    You're  right  on  the  beam*  Mr,  Worcester,  you're 
right  on  the  beam* 

Texan  Comes  to  Call 

D.  A*  "Andy"  Adam,  who  takes  over  as  Texas  radio  extension  editor  on 
July  15,  was  in  the  office  this  week,     (Name  is  Adam       not  Adams).    As  you 
may  guess,  there  was  lots  of  shop  talk,     Texas  is  a  big  state       with  more 
than  100  radio  stations,     It's  a  good  field  to  work  in,  end  if  enthusiasm 
helps       Andy  ought  to  do  all  right,    He's  full  of  good  ideas  for  keeping 
Extension  V  casting  up  to  present  standards  in  the  Lone  Star  state  and 
he's  a  good  listener*    Which  reminds  us  of  the  man  who  was  asked  why  he 
didn't  talk  moreP    He  said,  "Never  learn  anything  when  I'm  talking", 

County  Agent's  Wire  Recorder 


A  county  agent  -who  makes  good  use  of  his  wire  recorder  is  S,  D„  Bateman 
of  Ft,  Smith,  Ark,     Bateman.,  who's  publicity  director  for  national  associ- 
ation of  oounty  agricultural  agents,  is  in  Washington  this  week  for  meeting 
of  executive  committees  of  agricultural  and  home  demonstration  agents.  He 
hasn't  had  his  .v-Gco^dar  long,,  but  finds  it  so  useful  he  plans  to  use  it  wher- 
ever possible  in  his  work  with  rural  folks*     One  of  his  good  recordings 
recently,  especially  as  to  background  effects,  was  made  in  a  dairy  bam  at 
milking  time. 


Soft  Corn  Session 

Some  100  men        from  industry,  state  experiment  stations E  USDA,  and 
others  ••  will  gather  in  Chicago  July  21-  to  pool  their  best  information  on 
the  drying  of  soft  corn  for  storage*    There  may  be  a  lot  of  it. 


(cont.) 
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AMONG  OURSELVES  (Cont,  from  page  5) 

Weatherman  Visits  RFD's 

RFD's  who  were  in  Washington  for  the  USDA  meeting  this  spring  vail 
remember  C»  B,  Carney  of  the  Weather  Bureau,  who  did  such  a  good  job  of 
finishing  our  session  with  Dr.  Richelderfer — when  the  chief  had  to  hurry 
off  to  another  appointment*     Carney  reports  that  on  a  recent  field  trip  he 
renewed  several  RFD  acquaintances  very  pleasantly*.    He  had  a  visit  with 
Brother  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines;  and  George  Roesner,  KTRH.  Houston* 
While  in  St,  Louis,  he  was  a  guest  on  Ted  MangnerTs  KMOX  program,  and  he 
had  a  phone  visit  with  Chuck  Worcester,  V3MT,  Cedar  Rapids,    And  just  to 
keep  the othing  going,  when  Carney  returned  to  Washington  he  had  his  first 
television  experience— a  newscast  over  the  Dumont  Station  to  talk  about 
floods^ 

Heard  From 

Bob  Miller,  formerly  with  Roy  Battles  at  WLW;  writes  to  say  he's  head- 
ing up~new  fam  department  at  WRFD,  Columbus,  Ohio.     We  quote,  "..«.<,  wonderful 
opportunity  here*     Once  we  get  our  shows  rolling,  I'm  sure  we'll  be  performing 
a  real  service  for  rural  Ohio"c     We're  sure  you  will,  Bob,     Service  to  farm 
folks  is  RFD  goal* 

Paul  Lo  Fisher,  farm  program  director  at  YiMRC,  Greenville,  S<,C,,  writes 
to  say  he  uses  USDA  releasesi;  reports,  yearbook,  enclosures,  et  cetera  in 
producing  his  programs*    He  wanted  to  come  to  recent  RFD  get-together  in 
Washington,  but  he's  also  on  staff  of  Furman  university* 

Wallace  Kadderly,  farm  director  for  KGW,  Portland,,  hasn't  dropped  out  of 
sight  since  his  return  from  three  months  south  of  the  equator       he!s  just 
busy  getting  caught  up  on  all  he  missed  whilst  barnstorming  in  the  lands  "down 
under".    He  writes  that  as  soon  as  he  can  "clear  the  decks*',  he5s  going  to 
start,  on  a  full  fledged  reportr     Doubtless  Wall  ace  will  be  telling  RFD's  for 
some  time  (on  request  of  course),  about  what  he  saw  agriculturally  ,„  down 
where  it's  June  in  January.. 

Fruit  Insect  and  Insecticide  Situ  at  ion 

Once  a  week  USDA:  entomoligists  summarize  reports  received  on  fruit  insects 
and  insecticide  requirements-     Summary  of  last  report  (some  states  may  not  have 
reported)  shows s    No  shortage  of  insecticides  reported..     Codling  moths  of  spring 
brood  still  emerging  in  N^Y*  and  northern"  Ind*  and  111-    Larvae  of  this  brood 
still  active  in  N.J,    A  few  apples  freshly  injured  by  larvae  in  southern  111* 
Oriental  fruit  moth  larvae  of  second  brood  infesting  peach  twigs  in  western 
N,Y»  and  southern  111*    Red-banded  leaf  roller  larvae  are  feeding  in  western 
N,Y,  and  northern  Ind<>     This  insect  between  broods  in  Vincennes,  Ind„  ,,  area. 
European  red  mites  reported  in  limited  numbers  in  Hudson  valley  and  western 
N,Yo  and  NoJ.     Infestation  in  Ind» ,  Ilia,  western  Ky,  and  Tenn,  seems  in- 
creasing*    Two-spotted  spider  mites  increasing  in  Hudson  valley  and  in  some 
orchards  of  Kye ,  Ind. ,  and  Term* 

At  deadline,  report  on  acres  planted  to  hybrid  corn  was  issued.  Copy 
enclosed.     Note  » .  "Hybrids  superior  under  adverse  conditions* n 
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Secretar y  Speaks  ■  in  Paris 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson's  statement  at  international  cereals 
conference,  Paris ,  France,  this  week,  was  mailed  you  Wednesday,,    We  quotes 
"Exports  of  all  foods  from  United  States,  if  loaded  on  boxcars,  would  make 
an  unbroken  train  long  enough  to  reach  three  times  across  the  Atlantic 

U,  S,  Food  Exports  , ,  For  One  Year 

Enclosed  is  report  to  President  Truman  from  his  Committee  on  World  Food 

Programs fl     We  tried  to  get  it  last  week  *:'0  but  copies  weren't  yet  available* 

Table  on  back  page  is  good  summary*    Incidentally        "fdg!i'  stands  for  feeding, 

(Took  us  several  telephone  calls  to  find  out.) 

Reports  on  0 rops  P f  Do  You  Get  All  You  Need? 

T/i/ e  trust  you've  already  received  (by  wire  service)  all  the  hot  news  in 
yesterday's  crop  reports    We  sent  you  last  night  also,  nearly  a  page  in  the 
Daily  Summary*     We've  been  wondering  this  morning  what  you  might  want  by 
mail  that  you're  not  getting,-,     Primarily,  USDA  Crop  Reporting  Board  tells 
us,  you  should  look  to  your  state  statisticians  for  reports  on  crops  such 
factual  material  as  you  don't  get  by  wire*     (You  might  need  to  be  on  the 
mailing  list  for  several  states*    'Wo  sent  you  list  of  state  statisticians  a 
while  back*     If  you  don't  have  it,  we'll  mail  it  "on  request.) 

But        if  you  want  our  over-all  crop  report  from  Washington,  we'd  be 
glad  to  mail  it  too,     (Might  be  a  little  stale,  from  hot  news  standpoint, 
when  you  get  it* )     Competing  (by  mail)  with  a  wire  service,  always  is  a 
problem,     Ind  we  don't  want  to  mail  you  anything  you've  already  had.  Many 
of  you  are  in.. same  city  with  your  state  USDA  crop  report  man,  or  you  can  get 
him  by  'phone  if  you're  not  too  far  away*    Anyway,  he  and  state  statistician 
in  neighboring  states,  have  mailing  lists  you  should  bo  on.     As  to  what  reports 
are  coming  up  (over-all  crop  report  is  about  10th  of  each  month),  hope  you  have 
on  file  listing  of  all  reports  for  the  year,  mailed  RFD's  at  beginning  of  each 
year.     If  you  don't  have  it        we'll  mail  on  request, 

FLASH  Hope  to  toll  you  something  next  week  about  agriculture  in  Japan, 
Lyle  Webster,  USDA  press  relations  head,  is  due  back  after  three  months  with 
occupation  forces  in  Land  of  Rising  Sun, 
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No  Surpluses  , ,  if  We  Eat  What  We  Want 

Recently  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  made  a  statement  that  we  We 
recalled  a  number  of  times.     Speaking  to  the  Congress  on  a  long-range  agri- 
cultural policy,  he  told  why  he  believed  in  a  policy  of  "organized,  sustained 
and  realistic  abundance".     In  case  you  missed  it,  we  repeat  the  statement 
here.    He  saids    "When  we  produce  what  our  people  really  want  we  will 
emphasize  livestock  farming,  an  aid  to  soil  conservation  and  future  produc- 
tivity.    Livestock  production  involving  beef  and  dairy  cattle  and  sheep  is 
directly  based  on  pasture.    Hog  production  also  makes  heavy  use  of  pasture. 
And  pasture  is  the  most  conserving  use  of  land,    As  you  improve  agricultural 
resources  in  a  system  of  livestock  farming,  you  not  only  increase  productive 
capacity  but  also  provide  a  good  use  for  land  that  might  otherwise  grow 
surplus  es<> 

"Let  me  give  you  a  few  figures  that  indicate  the  importance  of  that 
point.    We  know,  for  example.,  that  it  takes  about  seven  times  as  much  grain 
to  supply  a  person  a  diet  of  livestock  products  as  to  supply  him  a  grain 
diet,    H,  E„  Babcock,  the  New  York  State  agricultural  authority,  recently 
pointed  out  that  the  40-ounce  human  stomach  can  use  up  the  equivalent  of  35 
pounds  of  corn  a  day,  just  by  enjoying  three  good  meals?    He  stated  that  ten  „ 
pounds  of  grain  per  person  a  day  would  require  annual  grain  crops  totaling 
between  nine  and  ten  billion  bushels  compared  with  our  present  production  of 
about  six  billion,. 

"Preliminary  results  of  a  current  study  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
show  that  of  the  cropland  used  to  produce  the  civilian  diet  in  the  war  years 
1943  through  19455  about  80  per.^snt  was  used  in  the  production  of  livestock 
products;  not  more  than  20  percent  of  the  land  that  produced  civilian  food 
was  devoted  to  crops  for  direct  human  consumption.    With  present  yields  we 
would  not  have  enough  cropland  to  support  our  present  population  if  all  of 
us  ate  the  same  high-grade  diet  that  our  high-income  families  eat,.  Our 
cropland  with  present  yields  will  support  about  190  million  people  on  a 
low-cost  diet  or  an  average  diet;  depending  on  the  amount  of  imports  assumed. 
But  it  would  support  only  about  140  to  150  million  people  on  a  liberal  diet, 
A.t  average  yields s  it  takes  the  product  of  only  about  two  acres  a  person  to 
supply  the  food  for  a  liberal  diet?     It  takes  no  imagination  to  see  the 
possibility  of  eliminating  the  old  problem  of  surpluses  if  we  have  the  means 
to  eat  what  we  really  want„'? 

Kentucky-Bluegrass  Seed  Crop 

Production  of  cured  bluegrass  seed  in  1947  has  been  forecast  by  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  at  3,780,000  bushel sP     This  would  be  the 
largest  crop  in  5  years,  nearly  2  3/4  times  the  very  small  crop  of  last 
year,  and  44  percent  larger  than  the  1941-45  average.    Heavy  rain  and  floods 
in  many  bluegrass-seed  producing  sections  during  first  three  weeks  of  June, 
and  late  spring  freezes  in  a  few  sections  held  production  this  year  below 
the  1937  record  of  5-5  million  bushel s,    It  is  possible,  however,  that  more 
seed  than  now  estimated  was  or  will  be  obtained  from  fields  under  water  or 
too  soft  to  permit  stripping  of  seed  when  other  fields  were  harvested.  Further- 
more, by  the  end  of  June  no  stripping  or  heading  of  bluegrass  had  been  reported 
in  the  main  producing  ..sections  of  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota,    Record  high 
prices  for  bluegrass  seed  during  the  spring  and  probably  record  low  stocks 
held  by  dealers  stimulated  harvestings 


Your  Farmhouse  . .  Remodeling  and  Planning 


We've  been  able  to  obtain  for  RFD's  »notif ication"  copies  of  the  new 
publication,  "Your  Farmhouse  ..How  to  Plan  Remodeling".     It's  enclosed.  We 
believe  you'll  find  it  interesting  for  personal  reasons.    Maybe  some  of  you, 
or  your  friends,  face  the  problems  (or  pleasures)  of  making  over  an  old 
house.    Or,  you  may  want  to  use  it  as  basis  for  one  of  your  farm  shows* 

If  you  do,  you  may  tell  your  listeners  it  can  be  obtained  from  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington  25,  D.  C. ,  at  15  cents  a  copy.     No  stamps. 
It's  USDA.  Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  619.    YouTll  find  this  information  on 
how  to  obtain  copies  right  on  the  bulletin  itself,  just  as  it  appears  on  all 
USDA  publications.    Sorry  it  can't  be  offered  free. 

"Your  Farmhouse  ..  How  to  Plan  Remodeling"  ..  is  companion  publication  to 
"Your  Farmhouse  ..  Cutouts  to  Help  in  Planning".     The  latter  is  Miscellaneous 
Publication  622.     It  was  announced  several  weeks  ago.    We  weren't  able  to  get 
a  copy  for  RFD's,  but  it's  been  publicized  widely,  and  maybe  obtained  from 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  25  cents  a  copy. 

Also  enclosed  is  the  single  sheet  (Farmhouse  Publications)  which  summarizes 
briefly  ground  covered  by  both  M.P.  619  and  M.P.  622.  Let's  repeat,  both  may  be 
obtained  by  anyone  from  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington  25,  Dr  C. .  Cost  of  M.P.  619  is  15  cents.     Cost  of  M.P.  622  is  25  centr 

kg*  Outlook  Digest  t. ,  It?s  New 

Just  out  is  first  issue  of  The  AGRICULTURAL  OUTLOOK  DIGEST.  (it's 
enclosed. )     This  new  single-sheeter  is  an  attempt  by  our  Franklin  Thackrey  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  to  answer  oft-repeated  requests  by  RFD's, 
Extension  editors  and  others  for  more  simplification,  digesting  and  briefing 
of  great  volume  of  USDA  releases  and  reports,     Ag»  Outlook  Digest  will  come 
out  once  a  month*.    We  plan  to  send  each  RFD  a  copy  each  month.     You'll  find 
the  Digest  highlights  and  summarizes  information  in  the  Demand  and  Price 
Situation  and  in  most  of  the  other  outlook  and  situation  reports  by  BxiE.  If 
you  find  Digest  gives  enough  information  ..  and  want  to  stop  complete  report... 
write  us,  giving  full  title  of  reports  you  no  longer  need. 

Nationwide  Report  on  Harvesting 

Enclosed  is  32-page  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  report  on  nationwide 
survey  made  about  a  year  ago        but  only  now  habula'ted  and  published*  It's 
titled  Harvesting  Small  Grain  and  Utilization  of  the  StrawP     Information  in 
report  was  fuinished  by  about  15,000  voluntary  USDA  crop  reporters  from  all 
sections  of  the  UcS»     They  reported  on  methods  of  harvesting  wheat,  oats,  barley, 
rye,  flax  and  buckwheat  „'„  and  how  the  straw  was  used.    Although  report  is  based 
on  1945  crop,    it  still  gives  a  good  picture  on  harvesting  and  use  of  straw.  From 
Bert  Johnson  of  BAE  we've  gotten  a  copy  for  each  RFD*    We  send  complete  copy, 
because  report  has  state  and  regional  breakdowns        more  information  than  can 
be  condensed  for  this  letter.    Maps,  too,  give  good  picture  of  where  combines 
are  most  used  ..  and  where  wheat  straw  is  used  on  farms  or  sold.    Hope  you  find 
it  useful. 


Land  Value  » .  a  Measurement 

Question  often* -has  been  raised  in  recent  ye&rs  as  to  -whether  long-time 
earhing~:capacity  of  .'farm  land  equals  rising  'prices  paid,     (Farm  land  prices 
have  increased .on-average  nearly  one  percent  a,  month  for  nearly  four  years.) 
USDJl's  Formers  Home  Administration,-  in  making  loans  under  the  Bankhead- Jones 
Farm  Tenant  Act,  bases  amount  buyer  can  afford  to  pay  for  land' on  long-time 
average  prices  of  farm  products        rather,  than  , on  current  prices.     Some  of 
the  long-time  commodity  prices  used  by  FHA  in  appraising  earning  capacity  of 
land  (with  June  ' 47  average  prices  in  parenthesis),  follows;  . 

Wheat,  $.75  ($2,18)        Corn,  $.63  ($1,85)..  Oats,  $.31  ($,91)  ,B  Rye, 
,55  (2,40)  ,,  Barley,  ,48  (1.50)        Potatoes.  ,70  (1,56)        Soybeans,  ,88 
.(3.07)  ...  Flaxseed,  1.60  (5,92)        Beef  cattle,  6,35   (19.50)        Hogs,  7.25 
(23.30)        Lambs*  7C80  (21.10)  ..  Butterfat,  .29  (.63)  ..  Chickens,  .15  (.28) 
•>  Eggs,  „20  (^41)        Tobacco,  ,18  (.45). 

Farmers  Home  Administration  believes  that  in  general  its  borrowers  will 
be  in  good  position  to  withstand  reductions  in  farm  commodity  prices,  FHA 
loans  largely  have  been  made  where  land  prices  have  increased  the  least,  For 
example,  lending  operations  have,  been  practically  suspended  in  such  states  as 
Illinois,  Iowa  and  Kentucky a  where  price  increases  have  been  greatest.  But 
they've  expanded  in  such  states  as  Texasg.  Minnesota ,  Wisconsin,  the  Dakotas, 
New  York1 a hd  Pennsylvania,  where  price  increases  have  been  least. 

Farm  Toll  . .  From  Careless  Driving 

With  National  Farm  Safety -Week  beginning  July  20,  we  asked  a  long-time 
farmer  for  his  views  on  farm  a'ocidents.    What  he  said,  amounted  to  this; 
Farming  at  best  has  hazards,     You  can't  work  around  machinery;  with  sharp 
tools  like  axes,  pitchforks,  scythes  and  saws  *'e  or  around  livestock,  with- 
out occasionally  getting  hurt.     But,  he  said,  most  of  these  hurts  can  be 
avoided  by  the  careful  farmer. 

What  he  did  call  "inexcusable"  were  injuries  to  farmers  and  families  in 
motor  vehicle  accidents.     Seldom,  said  he,  can  you  say  a  motor  vehicle  acci- 
dent was  "unavoidable"r     They  come   from  excessive  speeds,  plain  carelessness, 
and  other  violations  of  safe  driving  rules  >     Figures  from  the  National  Safety 
Council  shows 

About  16  farm  folks  are  killed  each  day  in  motor  vehicle  accidents,  and 
550  injured?    Last  year  motor  vehicle  deaths  to  farm  residents  increased 
about  1000  over  1945.-.     It  takes  the  average  driver  close  to  a  second  to  get 
his  brakes  working.     At  30  miles  an  hour,  you  travel  over  40  feet  a  second. 
Tests  show  4-wheel  brakes  in  good  condition  can't  stop  a  car  in  much  less 
than  50  feet  at  30  miles  an  hour.     Counting  the  time  you're  "thinking"  about 
using  brakes,  stopping  distance  at  40  miles  an  hour  is  about  130  feet,  at 
50  miles,  it's  185,  at  60  miles  it's  250  feet,     (Yes,  we  know  this  is  old 
stuff.    But  last  year  about  6000  farm  folks  were  killed  and  200,000  injured 
in  motor  vehicle  accidents.    Our  farmer  friend,  who  drives  a  lot,  says 
"almost  aMfl  came  from  plain  carelessness. ) 

Enclosures  (l)  Harvesting  Small  Grain;  Use  of  Straw.  (2)  Farmhouse 
Publications.  (3)  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest ,  (4)  Truman  statement  on 
food,    (5)  Hybrid  Seed  Corn  Planted  in  ?47„ 
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Wo r c e s t er  Booster  for  Soil  Conservation 

"Chuck"  Worcester,  RFD  at  WMT,  Waterloo  .  „  and  vice-president  and  "ex"- 
editor  of  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors  (looks  nice  spelled 
out)  writes  us  about  his  soil  conservation  promotion  drive,  last  week  of 
June.    WMT  b'cast  9  on-the--farm  interviews,  used  stories  of  soil  conser- 
vation on  17  farm  programs 9  28  news  programs  and  12  additional  b' casts, 
AMD  . .  used  shorts  on  station  breaks  122  times* 

Examples  %  More  than  a  million  tons  of  Iowa  topsoil  will  go  down  the 
riverain  next  24  hours,,     It  takes  Mother  Nature  400  years  to  build  back 
just  one  inch  of  topsoil.     Soil  erosion  is  America's  public  enemy  No.  1. 
Every  ton  of  topsoil  lost  is  money  out  of  your  pocket  and  mine,  (State 
Soil  Conservation  office  furnished  a  man  for  two  days  to  help  with  writing, 
appe&r  on  the  air  and  add  "professional"  touch*.) 

Here  are  a  couple  of  the  jingles  used:     Even  heavy  rains  cause  no 
alt jm,  when  there's  soil  conservation  on  the  farm. * , . ^Contour  farming  isn't 
fuh xyj  experiments  show  it  makes  more  money.    Chuck  says,  "We  believe  this 
is  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  radio  can  use  its  facilities  to  encourage 
better  interest  in  farming"*    You're  right  on  the  beam,,  Mr.  Worcester*  you're 
right  on  the  beam* 

Texan  Comes  to  Call 

D,  A«  "Andy"  Adam,  who  takes  over  as  Texas  radio  extension  editor  on 
July  15,  was  in  the  office  this  week*.     (Name  is  Adam       not  Adams).    As  you 
may  guess,  there  was  Tots  of  shop  talk.,     Texas  is  a  big  state       with  more 
than  100  radio  stations*     It's  a  good  field  to  work  in,  and  if  enthusiasm 
helps  r.  Andy  ought  to  do  all  right,    He's  full  of  good  ideas  for  keeping 
Extension  b' casting  up  to  present  standards  in  the  Lone  Star  state  and 
he's  a  good  listener.    Which  reminds  us  of  the  man  who  was  asked  why  he 
didn't  talk  more,,    He  said,  "Never  learn  anything  when  I'm  talking"* 

County  Agent's  Wire  Recorder 

A  county  agent  -who  makes  good  use  of  his  wire  recorder  is  S,  D„  Bateman 
of  Ft,  Smith,  Ark,     Bateman^  who's  publicity  director  for  national  associ- 
ation of  county  agricultural  agents,  is  in  Y/ashington  this  week  for  meeting 
of  executive  committees  of  ogricultural  and  home  demonstration  agents.  He 
hasn't  had  his  :..Jcoo,'der  long,,  but  finds  it  so  useful  he  plans  to  use  it  wher- 
ever possible  in  his  work  with  rural  folks.     One  of  his  good  recordings 
recently,  especially  as  to  background  effects,  was  made  in  a  dairy  barn  at 
milking  time. 

Soft  Corn  Session 

Some  100  men  ~.  from  industry,  state  experiment  stations s  USDA,  and 
others  ..  will  gather  in  Chicago  July  21-  to  pool  their  best  information  on 
the  drying  of  soft  corn  for  storage/,     There  may  be  a  lot  of  it. 


(Cont- ) 


;  >AMg  OURSELVES  (Cont*  from  page  5) 


Weatherman  Visits  RFD's  .,.  . 

RFD's  who  were  in  Washington  for  the  USDA  meeting  this  spring  mil 
remember  C*  B.  Carney  of  the  "/feather  Bureau,  who  did  such  a  good  job  of 
finishing  our  session  with  Dr~  Richelderfer — when  the  chief  had  to  hurry- 
off  to  another  appointment*     Carney  reports  that  on  a  recent  field  trip  he 
renewed  several  RFD  acquaintances  very  pleasantly*    He  had  a  visit  with 
Brother  Plambeck,  "WHO,  Des  Moines.;  and  George  Roesner,  KTRH,  Houston,, 
While  in  St.  Louis,  he  was  a  guest  on  Ted  Mangner's  KMOX  program,  and  he 
had  a  phone  visit  with  Chuck  Worcester,  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,    And  just  to 
keep  the:thing  going,  when  Carney  returned  to  'Washington  he  had  his  first 
television  6xperience~-a  newscast  over  the  Dumont  Station  to  talk  about 
floe  ISc  -  . 

Heard  From 

Bob  Miller,  formerly  with  Roy  Battles  at  WLW,  writes  to  say  he's  head- 
ing up  new  farm  department  at  WRFD,  Columbus,  Ohio,.     7/e  quote.  "..<.„  wonderful 
opportunity  here.     Once  we  get  our  shows  rolling,  I'm  sure  we'll  be  performing 
a  real  service  for  rural  Ohio".-    We're  sure  you  will.  Bob,     Service  to  farm 
folks  is  RFD  goal, 

Paul  L~  Fisher,  farm  program  director  at  VJMRC,  Greenville,  S„C,  writes 
to  say  he  uses  USDA  releases*,  reports,  yearbook,  enclosures,  et  cetera  in 
producing  his  programs*     He  wanted  to  come  to  recent  RFD  get-together  in 
Washington,  but  he's  also  on  staff  of  Furman  university,, 

Wallace  Kadderly,  farm  director  for  KGW,  Portland,  hasn*t  dropped  out  of 
sight  since  his  return  from  three  months  south  of  the  equator  . ,  he's  just 
busy  getting  caught  up  on  all  he  missed  whilst  barnstorming  in  the  lands  "down 
under".    He  writes  that  as  soon  as  he  can  "clear  the  decks",,  hers  going  to 
start  on  a ^full  fledged  reportr     Doubtless  Wallace  will  be  telling  RFD's  for 
some  time  (on  request  of  course),  about  what  he  saw  agriculturally  ,0  down 
where  it's  June  in  January.- 

Fruit  Insect  end  Insecticide  Situ  at  ion 

Once  a  week' USDA  entomoligists  summarize  reports  received  on  fruit  insects 
and  insecticide  requirements-.     Summary  of  last  report  (some  states  may  not  have 
reported)  shows 2    No  shortage  of  insecticides  reported..     Codling  moths,  of  spring 
brood"  still  emerging  in  Mi.Yc.  and  northern  Ind5  and  111-    Larvae  of  this  brood 
still  active  in  N» J,    A  few  apples  freshly  injured  by  larvae,  in  southern  111* 
Oriental  fruit  moth  larvae  of  second  brood  infesting  peach  twigs  in  western 
N,Y»  and  southern  Ills    Red-banded  leaf  roller  larvae  are  feeding  in  western 
N.Y.  and  northern  Ind,     This  insect  between  broods  in  Vincennes  *  Ind.  ,>  area. 
European  red  mites  reported  in  limited  numbers  in  Hudson  valley  and  western 
N,Y0  and  N.->J,>     Infestation  in  Ind»,  111,,  western  Ky,  and  Tenri„  seems  in- 
creasing.    Two-spotted  spider  mites  increasing  in  Hudson  valley  and  in  some 
orchards  of  Ky, ,  Ind,  ,  and  TennP 

At  deadline,  report  on  acres  planted  to  hybrid  corn  was  issued,-  •  Copy 
enclosed.     Note        "Hybrids  superior  under  adverse  conditions." 
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Kenneth  M,  Gapen 

"It's  Fine        To  Live  in.U,S,A«" 

Lyle  Webster,,  USDA  assoc,  director  of  information  ,told  us  this  week  about 
his  two  months  in  Japan,  where  he  went  at  request  of  our  government  to  help 
Japanese  ministry  of  agriculture  with  public  relations  problems.     Chief  comment 
■uas  that  the  ministry  had  not  considered  using  trained  press  or  radio'  people  ,  , 
partly,  he  thought,  because  professional  public  relations  people  went  in  more 
for  propaganda,  vhich  many  distrust  as  result  of  war  experiences.     Nor  did  they 
think  much  about  service  to  farmers. 

All  bf casting  is  by  govt-controlled  Breasting  Corporation  of  Japan,  with 
most  programs  originating  in  Tokio,    However,  more  localized  progrcms  are  being 
encouraged.     There's  no  advertising.     Revenue  comes  from  fees  paid  by  owners 
of  receiving  sets#     Paper,  like  most  everything,  else  in  Japan,  is  so  scarce 
that  there  are  few  papers  and  magazines. 

While  it's  difficult  to  make  comparisons,  because  of  great  differences  in 
customs  and  living  habits  in  Japan  and  this  country,  "Web"  believes  ministry 
of  agriculture  needs  trained  workers  in  field,  as  well  as  in  its  Tokio  office. 
At  best,  Jap  farmer  has  a  hard  life  by  our  standards.    With  all  farms  averaging 
about  2,5  acres,  all  fields  about  a  quarter  acre  in  size-,  and  80,000,000  people 
living  in  an  area  .size  of  California        well,  as  Lyle  says,  "It's  a  fine  feeling 
to  recall  that  you  live  in  the  U,S#A»" 

Second  Week  . ,  of  Good  Crop  Weather 

Weekly  Weather-Crop  Bulletin  reports:    "In  Iowa,  Missouri  and  adjacent  areas, 
this  was  second  consecutive  favorable  week        general  improvement  , ,  especially 
corn  and  cotton,,     In  Iowa,  one-fourth  of  crop  laid  by  on  July  12,       about  nine- 
tenths  on  same'  date  last  year." 

Better  Quality  Lard        and  VJhy 

^An  enclosure  on  Improving  Quality  of . Home-Rendered  Lard  may  come  in  handy 
when  "butchering  time"  rolls  around.    Note  recommendation  for  adding  "hydrogenated 
vegetable  shortening"  to  improve  keeping  quality  of  home-made  lard* 
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Special  Reports  ,«  on  Corn  Crop 

Because  of  intense  interest  in  corn  crop  this  year  ,,  its  importance  as 
food  and  feed  »«  USDA  crop  reporting  board  has  arranged  for  two  mid-month 
reports  in  July  and  August*     (Regular  reports  are  as  first  of  each  month*) 
These  will  come  out  at  3  p.m.,  Eastern  Daylight  Time  . ,  on  July  22  and  August  21„ 
Voluntary  crop  reports  in  at  least  the  12  commercial  corn  states  will  report  on 
crop  conditions  as  of  July  15  and  August  15  , ,  through  BAE  state  statisticians. 
Probably  RFD' s  can  get  complete  information  quickest  through  these  state  men, 
that  is,  info  you  don't  get  through  wire  services.    As  we  said  last  week,  if 
you  have  mislaid  your  list  of  state  statisticians,  we1 11  send  you  another  on 
request. 

Holiday  Turkeys  . .  and  "Where  They  Grow 

Our  USDA  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  reported  this  week  that  turkey 
crop  will  be  about  15  to  20  percent  under  last  year,,  supplies  for  holiday 
season  expected  to  be  below  last  year.    It's  noteworthy  that  turkey  farms  are 
getting  larger       but  fewer.     From  '29  to  '44,  turkey  production  nearly 
doubled.    But  turkeys  were  on  only  one-third  as  many  farms  in  '44  as  in  f29, 
although  average  number  of  turkeys  raised  per  farm  was  five  times  greater. 
In  '29,  Census ' reports ,  turkeys  were  raised  on  638,000  farms  ,  ,  an  average  of 
26  per  farm.     In  '44,  turkeys  were  raised  on  194,000  farms  ••  an  average  of 
141  per  farm.     Size  of  turkey  farms  has  increased  most  in  North  Atlantic  and 
Western  states,  although  there  have  been  large  increases  in  some  North  Central 
states       particularly  Iowa  and  Minnesota, 

Livestock  , ,  c  Help  to  Morale 

Edwin  R,  Henson,  who's  been  head  of'  UNRRA's  agricultural  division  (UNRRA 
went  out  of  business  June  30)  gave  us  new  slant  this  week  on  need  for  live- 
stock in  rehabilitating  war-devastated  rural  regions  of  Europe,    He  spoke  of 
psychological  effect  of  a  cow  or  two,  or  a  few  pigs,  for  average  small  farm. 
They  build  morale,  as  well  as  helping  with  food  problems.     Some  regions, 
wiich  have  lost  all  livestock,  need  a  few  animals  as  much  as  they  need  fertil- 
izer, he  said, 

UNRRA  did  a  lot  toward  supplying ' animals  for  Europe        called  "biggest 
mass  migration  of  animals  in  history",-  At  one.  tijne  UNRRA1 s  Noah's  ark°fle  et 
included  72  vessels  equipped  with  stalls,  special  ventilization  t*  and  even 
with  maternity  wards,    They  carried,  for  example,  horses  and  dairy  cattle 
from  the  U,S,,  army  mules  from  Hawaii,  sheep  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
and  pigs  from  South  Africa,    But  Henson  believes  it  will  be  at  least  10  years 
before  farm    animals   can  be  restored  in  pre-war  numbers, 

Henson,  who  visited  all  devastated  regions  at  least  once,  including  those 
of  the  Far  East,  found  terrific  lack  of  leaders  also.    In  some  countries,  most 
of  the  men  and  women  who  could  give  technical  advice  and  leadership  ...  "self- 
starters  ,  he  called  'em  ,,  are  gone.     Even  though  UNRRA,  with  its  |330  million 
worth  of  farm  supplies  and  "missionary"  work  by  leaders,  has -done  a  lot,  Henson 
belives  agricultural  rehabilitation  of  war  areas  is  a  matter  of  "years", 

(Above  crowded  out  of  last  week's  RFD  Letter,     But  it's  still  good.) 


World  7(heat  Deficit.,,  Again  This  Year 


Speaking  at  international  cereals  conference  in  Paris,  Dr.  D,  A*  FitzG-erald 
. .  ex-US DA.  economist  and  general  secretary  of  the  conference  .  ,   said  importing 
nations  last  year  could  have  used  10,000,000  more  tons  of  wheat  than  exporting 
countries  could  furnish.    He  said  deficit  this  year  expected  to  be  even  greater, 

FitzGerald  said  one  reason  for  shortage  was  5  to  10  percent  increase  in 
world  population  since  war 1 s"  beginning.     Another  was  extremely  cold  winter. 
Another  was  increased  wheat  consumption  because  of  other  food  shortages.  Above 
all  was  destruction  of  War  II  , ,  about  seven  times  greater  than  World  Uar  I, 

All  33  member  nations  of  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization  of  the 
United  Nations,  as  well  as  members  of  International  Emergency  Food  Council, 
were  invited  to  attend  conference,     Soviet  Union  and  Argentina  (not  members 
of  either  organization)  were  only  great  wheat  countries  not  attending,  Spain 
was  only  European  nation  not  invited  to  attend, 

U,S,  Eggs        For  U,K,  Consumers 

In  reporting  this  week  on  outlook  for  egg  producers,  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  called  attention  to  our  exports  , ,  two-thirds  of  which  in  last  six 
years  have  gone  to  British  Isles,    Our  *46  exports  to  the  U,K,  were  'bout  5% 
of  all  U,S,  production.     Before  the  war,  U,K,  imported  about  two-fifths  of  its 
eggs  ,,  and  about  60%  of  these  came  from  Denmark,  the  Netherlands  and  Poland,  ■ 
Imports  from  U,S,  and  Canada  were  minor. 

But  during  the  war  imports  of  eggs  and  egg  products  from  these  two  countries 
and  Australia  kept  British  egg  consumption  near  normal.    Most  imports  were  of 
dried  eggs,  in  contrast  to  pre-war  days,    Whether  U.S#  will  continue  to  export 
eggs  to  U.K.,  depends  on  prices        and  on  how  soon  U.K.  egg  production  rises. 
The  British  have  the  hens  ,,  almost  as  many  as  pre-war       but  they  lay  about  a 
third  less,  largely  because  they  haven't  enough  feed.     Our  economists  estimate 
average  U,K.  hen  laid  about  115  eggs  pre-war        now  only  about  85  to  90  eggs. 

In  our  country  average  for  all  hens  last  year  was  about  117.  eggs,  although 
many  carefully  culled  flocks  average  about  200,     But  in  May  this  year,  U,S,  hens 
averaged  18  eggs  ,.  an  all-time  high.    Part  of  this  was  due  to  heavier  culling 
than  last  year.     Number  of  layers  on  farms  in  May  this  year  was  about  340,7 
million,  compared  to  354,5  last  year.    And  in  June,  farmers  rec'd.  an  average  of 
41,5  cents  a  dozen        record  for  that  month.     Shell  eggs  in  storage  were  lowest 
of  record  for  June  1  .,  3,390,000  cases,  compared  to  8,683,000  last  "year, 

Industry-Research  Conference  Report 

Enclosed  is  play-by-play  report  on  recent  Industry-Research  conference  at 
Beltsville  research  center.    We  had  hoped  to  send  it  sooner  to  RFD's.  But 
copies  came  in  just  this  week  from  Chicago  ..  where  they  were  printed  by  Farm 
Equipment  Institute,     Conference  was  sponsored  by  Institute  and  USDA  engineers. 
Material  is  not  organized,  but  there's  lots  of  meat  in  report. 
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Resources  . .  Use  'em*    Don't  Abuse  'em. 


Our  U.  S.  Forest  Service  has  a  neat  sheet  on  wise  use  of  natural  resources* 
It's  prepared  for  general  use  , ,  schools,  women's  clubs,  etc,,  for  any  group 
that  wants  to  help  along  the  conservation  cause.    We  know  of  one  RFD  that's  . 
already  asked  for  copies.    So  it's  enclosed.    More  copies  are  available,  if 
you  want  'em.    It's  good  basic  material  for  conservation  b' casts. 

Awards  •»  For  Conservation 


Sherman  Briscoe,  who  handles  USDA  information  for  the  nation's  Negro  press, 
tells  us  colored  farmers  of  12  states  will  compete  for  awards  at  first  annual 
South-wide  soil  conservation  jamboree,  Aug.  6,  Log  Cabin,  Ga,  Elimination 
contests  now  under  way,  USDA  Soil  Conservation  Service  is  cooperating.  Colored 
SCS  technicians  serve  as  judges  in  some  of  state  contests.    Idea  started  three 
years  ago  with  a  county  contest.    Last  year  it  was  statewide       for  Georgia 
farmers.     Other  states  included  this  year  are  Alabcma,  Arkansas,  Florida, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Texas  and  Virginia. 

"One  Hundred  Years  Too  Late" 

Dr.  H.  H.  Bennett,  head  of  USDA's  soil  conservation  service,  will  speak 
Monday  (July  22)  at  field  day  of  Big  Horn  Soil  Conservation  District,  Hardin, 
Mont.    We  quote  from  his  prepared  address:  "We  were  not  a  day  too  soon  in 
getting  under  way  the  world  ' s  first  truly  national  program  of  soil  and  water 
conservation.    Actually,  we  were  at  least  100  years  too  late  in  getting  under 
way,,,..  We  allowed  ourselves  to  come  all  too  close  to  the  danger  line  before 
we  awakened  to  the  general  realization  that  our  irreplaceable  soil  resource — 
the  only  resource  we  have  any  control  over  without  which  we  cannot. survive — 
is  exhaustible,  just  as  surely  as  are  our  mineral,  forest,  and  various  other 
natural  resources.  .... 

"Nearly  90  percent  of  our  farmland  that  is  still  subject  to  erosion  is  yet 
without  the  protection  of  effective,  acre-by-acre  conservation  treatment.  About 
100  million  acres  of  the  450  million  acres  of  this  good  cropland  left  in  the 
United  States— representing  the  very  backbone  and  foundation  of  our  real  national 
wealth— is  being  depleted  at  such  a  rapid  rate  that  it  should  be  protected  within 
the  next  10  to  15  years,  preferably  by  1960,  in  order  to  prevent  serious  or 
irreparable  damage  to  much  of  it.    Another  100  million  acres,  approximately,  which 
is  being  damaged  at  a  somewhat  slower  rate  should  be  treated  within  the  next 
15  |o  30  years,  preferably  by  1970,  or  much  of  it  will  suffer  a  sharp  reduction 
in  its  productiveness,  or  be  seriously  cut  into  by  erosion. 

"Almost  all  of  our  food,  all  of  our  wood,  leather,  wool,  cotton,  and 
vegetable  oils  come  from  the  soil  and  from  nowhere  else.     Our  own  United  States 
population  and  the  world's  population  are  increasing  steadily;     industry  is 
drawing  on  agriculture  for  more  and  more  of  its  raw  materials;  and  we  don't 
know  when  there  may  be  any  material  easing  up  in  export  demands  for  the  vital 
products  of  our  farm  and  ranch  lands.    All  of  these  things  must  be  produced 
by  the  land  we  now  have.     There  isn't  any  more.    It's  limited  and  exhaustible." 
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Conservation  Districts  Have  a  Birthday 

Organized  soil  conservation  has  an  important  birthday  soon,    August  4  is 
10th  anniversary  of  first  farmer -voted,  farmer  managed  soil  conservation  district. 
On  that  date  in  *37,  farmers  in  Anson  County,  N,C,,  completed  organization  of 
Brown  Creek  Conservation  District.     This  is  home  county  of  Dr„  H.  H,  Bennett, 
SCS  chief,     (if  any  RFD's  are  of  a  mind  to  "work  up  something  for  that  date" 
..we  quote  Frank  Harper  of  SCS  ,«  state  and  regional  conservation  men  will  be 
glad  to  help.) 

Since  1937,  farmers  and  ranchers  in  48  states  and  Puerto  Rico  have 
organized  more  than  1,900  soil  conservation  districts  under  state  enabling 
laws.     Each  district  is  administered  by  farmer-elected,  unpaid  supervisors 
•  •  nearly  10,000  of  them,    Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  the  Virgin  Islands  also  have 
passed  enabling  legislation.     Several  other  countries  either  have  programs 
already  or  are  taking  steps  to  develop  them  according  to  U,  S„  pattern. 

At  present  rate  of  organization  —  about  20  districts  a  month — it's 
expected  that  by  1950  there'll  be  approximately  2,400  districts  in  the  country, 
covering  1  1-4  billion  acres  and  more  than  5  1-2  million  of  the  nation's  6 
million  farms.    Already  about  4  1t2  million  farms  are  in  districts. 

Farm  Safety  . .  A  Responsibility 

By  time  this  letter  reaches  you,  nation  will  be  observing  National  Farm 
Safety  Week.    RFD'^s  can  do  a  lot,  not  only  this  week,  but  at  all  times,  in 
plugging  farm  safety.    Note  that  President  Truman  in  his  proclamation  began 
by  saying,  "More  fatal  accidents .occur  in  agriculture  than  in  any  other 
occupation".    And,  "Caution  and  intelligent  effort  on  the  part  of  every  farm 
family  ...  will  lessen  suffering  and  economic  loss..." 

National  Safety  Council  has  sent  RFD's  some  excellent  talking  points 
useful  year  around  as  well  as  this  week.     (Let  us  know  if  vou  haven't  re- 
ceived this  material).    Some  of  the  obvious,  but  often  overlooked  safety 
rules  are:    Learn  to  lift  correctly  ,.  bend  your  knees  and  lift  with  the 

•ifqT^eS  lU  y°Ur  ,leSS'  Set  C  ladder  Properly,  and  don't  over-reach 
it's  better  to  move  ladder.  A  pitchfork  is  a  dangerous  weapon  ..  keep 
tines  pointed  away  from  you.     Keep  safety  guards  on  machinery  in  place, 

excepSonaliv5^?  t6>t'  m°r°  thnn  a  "ed  questions,  is  ' 

exceptionally  good.     Few  farm  families  can  answor"Yes"  to  all  H  ™c 

Examples:    Do  you  check  haying  equipment  for  lorn  ro^es!  Pu  Lys'^etc  ' 
Do  you  keep  children  away  from  machinery?     ,re  nails  removed  Z«™  i 
boards?    Do  vou  cut  off  lnW6r,+      v,  -  .     nails  removed  from  loose 

Are  sharp  LIZ  £pf  L Z iT.kZ^lT^  ^J"1 

up?    Are  match**  leapt  JLy  tZ  ^llZ^  ^ns  loaded  and  locked 

We  believe  RFD's  hove  ,  responsibility  in  promote  fori,  sofety. 
m Enclosures 

Conservation"  S'lS^*'^  ?°  Conference...  Forestry 

marked  "^r^^J^X/Z^T"         ""^  ^ 


Anderson  Reports  on  Cereals  Conference 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  returned  Monday  morning,  this  week, 
from  cereals  conference  in  Paris.    Speaking  that  afternoon  to  a  small  group 
of  press  and  radio  reporters,  he  told  of  difficulties  in  collecting  in  some 
countries        grain  that  is  available.    Result  *«  those  who  can  afford  to 
buy  in  black  market,  can  get  more  than  their  share.     There's  little 
incentive  for  the  farmer  to  sell,  when  a  ton  of  grain  b  la  ok  no:  rko  ts  for  . 
a  carton  of  cigarettes  •  •  even  though  a  carton  of  cigs  can  be  traded  for 
10  tons  of  coal*    Farmers  reason,  ""Why  turn  in  grain,  when  there's  nothing 
to  buy  * •  except  in  black  market". 

In  most  of  Europe  there's  machinery  shortage,  especially  of  farm 
machinery.    But  you  can't  produce  steel  without  coal.    You  can't  mine  coal 
without  food.    And  you  can't  grow  food  without  tractors.     It's  a  vicious 
circle  • •  which  must  be  turned  into  a  "virtuous  circle".    But  this  is  most 
difficult,  as  long  as  there's  distrust,  despair  and  discouragement  among 
the  common  people.     (Don't  fail  to  read  carefully  Anderson's  Wednesday 
evening  b'cast,  for  more  on  the  subject.    Copy  has  been  mailed  you.,) 

Secretary  Anderson  emphasized  that  U.        will  do  ell  it  can  to  help  . „ 
but  needy  Europeans  must  do  their  share.    He  spoke  of  one  nation  „  c  without 
naming  it       which  collected  for  hungry  city  folk  less  than  20,000  tons  of 
its  grain  crop  of  500,000  tons.    Food-short  European  countries  have  asked 
for  50  million  tons  of  grains  from  exporting  countries  this  year.     It  isn't 
available.    And  if  it  were,  that  much  couldn't  be  moved        nor  could  nations 
pay  for  it.    Uncle  Sam  and  others  cannot  indefinitely  feed  Europe's  hungry 

there  must  be  break  in  "vicious  circle".    U,  S.  has  put  these  nations  on 
notice  that  they  must  do  more  to  help  themselves. 

Later:    USDA's  big  auditorium  was  packed  yesterday,  when  Agriculture 
employees  gathered  to  hear  the  Secretary  tell  of  his  brief  food-study  European 
trip.    What  we've  said  above  pretty  well  covers  his  informal  report.  But 
from  our  notebook,  these  additional  thoughts*    Never  a  time  in  world's  history 
when  more  eyes  were  on  Europe        In  many  ways  German  farmer  faces  problems 
faced^by  our  pioneer  farmers.     He  must  be  largely  self-sufficient."   With  no 
organized  national  markets,  there's  little  incentive  for  any  farmer  to  grow 
much  more  than  he  can  use  and  dispose  of  locally       Values  are  "cock-eyod", 
when  10  cigarettes  can  be  bartered  for  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  a  full  pack  for 
a  dress  and  hct. 

The  Flow  of  News 

A  number  of  important  news  releases  already  have  been  mailed  RFD's  this 
week        Nation  needs  to  cut  cost  of  forest  insects  and  disease  Meat 
production  report  for  week        USDA  food  deliveries  to  foreign  governments 
The  road  ahead  for  cotton        Northern  Mexico  cattle  raisers  pledge  support  in 
foot-mouth  campaign.    A  number  of  longer  reports,  which  you  may  be  receiving 
in  full,  but  which  are  briefed  in  Daily  Summary,  are:    Hatchery  Production 
Cold  Storage  Report        Farm  Labor  (farm  wage  rates  now  three  times  1935-39 
average)  „ ,  Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation  (farmers  share  of  consumer's 
dollar  down  sharply). 


